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Some previous studies

• Edwy Plenel. La Victoire des vaincus. A propos des gilets jaunes.

• Jacques Rancière. Les vertus de l’inexplicable – à propos des ”gilets
jaunes”, AOC.

• Chantal Mouffe. Pour un populisme de gauche.

• Laurent Jeanpierre. In Girum. Les leçons politiques des ronds-points

• A moving target

• Question: In what sense is it a ’movement of the people’?



Background

• 2017, Macron elected French president, majority in Assemblée nationale

• Anti-system, anti-party, symmetry with gilets jaunes

• Carbon tax, ecological transition

• Pricillia Ludosky, change.org, calls for a reduction in petrol prices

• 17 November 2018. Act I. (Facebook pages of the gilets jaunes)

• 280.000, roundabouts, motorway tolls, intersections

• 24 November 2018. Act II. 

• Macron’s intervention. Gives in on fuel tax, later minimum wage up by
100€, reduce social contributions to pensions... Problem with EU (budget
deficit beyond 3%). Announcement of ’great national debate’.

• 42 directives of the people













Acts

• 1 December 2018. Act III … 

• 13 April 2019. Act XXII.

• … continues

• Macron gives in on plans on fuel, pensions, and the minimum wage

• But not on scrapping the wealth tax or changing his position on law
and order
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Participants that took place in demonstrations between November 24 

and December 1, 2018.

Based on 166 questionnaires.  

Face-to-face interviews, 28 questions, some of which open-ended, 15 

questions dealt with the motivations of the participants, the reforms 

they desired, their preferred modes of action, and their relationships to 

politics, 13 with the socio-demographic profile 

Typical profile: working or retired men and women, average age 45 

(average for French population as a whole 41.4 years), working class or 

‘lower’ middle class

83% use the automobile as a main means of transport (IFOP)



Participants in questionnaire November-December 2018

Men 54%, women 45%

Age groups %

18-24 6,2

25-34 22,7

35-49 27,2

50-64 26,6

over 65 17,3

l



Interviewed, socio-professional categories



Education French population as a whole GJ

university-level 27% 20%

high-school 

diploma 

16,5% 29,3%

BEP and CAP 24% 35%

Income French population as a whole GJ

median 

declared 

household 

income

2100e 1700e

income of 10% 

poorest

519e 800e

Individuals of modest income



Political experience and opinions

• First mobilization 47%

• Have taken part in strikes 44%

Forms of collective action in which they already have taken part or in 
which they would be willing to participate: demonstration 81%, 
petition 69,4%, occupation of an administrative building 58,8%, tax
refusal 5% (58,4% excluded this as a form of collective action) 



How they position themselves on the political
spectrum



Why are you demonstrating today?



• ”I want my children to have food on their plates in the last two weeks
of the month, not just potatoes”

• ”I can’t afford housing, I live in a friend’s outbuilding”

https://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2018/12/11/gilets-jaunes-une-
enquete-pionniere-sur-la-revolte-des-revenus-
modestes_5395562_3232.html

https://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2018/12/11/gilets-jaunes-une-enquete-pionniere-sur-la-revolte-des-revenus-modestes_5395562_3232.html


Opinions of individuals who have participated in 
the movement of the gilets jaunes (Kantar Sofres-
OnePoint 21-25 February 2019)

• 36 % agree with the opinions of the RN (26% of the French population as a 
whole), 28% have already voted for the Rassemblement National (21% of 
the French population as a whole). 

• 39% would like to see Marine Le Pen a candidate at the presidential
elections in 2022 (33% of the French population as a whole).

• 30% think that Marine Le Pen would be ”une bonne présidente de la 
République” (19% of the French population as a whole)

• 50% see European integration as a threat to French identity (31% of the
French population as a whole, 70% of RN symphatizers), 40% would like to 
get rid of the euro and return to the franc (23% of the French population as 
a whole, 56% of RN symphatizers).  





To conclude

• A movement of the ’people’

• Working class, lower-middle class, people of modest income, the working poor. 
Abandoned by leftists parties (Socialists).

• ’intuitive complicity’, economic discrimination, 

• A challenge to social movement research

• Large size, strong presence of employees, first-time demonstrators, diversity of 
relationships with politics and party preferences, 

• A challenge to the established political system (trade unions included). A counter-
force (system politicisation). For the moment weak ties with banlieues or student
activism but some close to RN (?). 

• Technological developments, Facebook, Twitter… enable escape from
intermediary institutions like parties, the media and trade unions. 

• What will happen next? Absorb? Reject? VI Republic? 


